Reading
The Last Music Siren

The Last Music Siren

Every day in Oita, music is heard from the roof of the TOKIWA main store. Did you know that

the music is made by a real instrument? The details of this instrument are very interesting.

The machine which makes the music is called a “music siren”. In 2024, there were just three
sirens which chimed daily in Japan. They were in Iga City in Mie Prefecture, Yawatahama City in
Ehime Prefecture, and in Oita City. However, in 2025 the music sirens that are in Yawatahama
and Iga City stopped working! In Yawatahama, the city ordered new parts and repaired the siren.
It worked for a few months, but then it broke again. Now, the city is broadcasting recordings of
the chimes on speakers, but it is not the same experience. So, Oita City’s music siren has become

the last of the music sirens.

The instrument is really quite interesting. It might be very

different from your imagination. It is a large group of discs that
spin on a metal cylinder. In Oita City, when it’s 10:00am, noon

and 7:00pm, the cylinder begins to spin. That’s why you hear

the pitch rise slowly at the beginning of the chime. Once the

machine is spinning at full speed, special outside covers turn. These outside covers have big holes.
Air blows through these holes and makes sound, sort of like a flute. The position of the holes

changes the pitch.

There used to be around 200 music sirens in Japan. During the Pacific War, Hamamatsu City
was bombed many times, and Nippon Gakki, (the company which became Yamaha), stopped
making musical instruments. After the war, Yamaha rebuilt the factory, and invented musical

sirens that played notes for peaceful daily time signals that didn’t sound like war sirens.

People in the 1950’s probably appreciated these peaceful sounds, especially because they had
experienced the war. But now that the Pacific War happened more than 80 years ago, what does
this music siren make you feel when you hear it? I asked one Oita citizen and he said, “Whenever
I hear the siren, it makes me happy. I think of everyone else in Oita who is also hearing it at the

same time. It makes me feel connected to people around me.”

Since two of the last three sirens broke last year, it’s possible that Oita’s music siren may also

break soon. If you like the sound of the siren, then please be sure to enjoy it while you can.
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