Reading
More Than a Just Glass of Water

More Than Just a Glass of Water

One Monday, after a long day at school, a 5th grader came home. He was tired
after a long day of learning. His mother, seeing that he was upset, asked what was
wrong. “I hate school sometimes, especially on Mondays! I just want to have fun.

Why do I even have to study?”, he said with tears in his eyes.

The mother saw that her son was truly upset. Instead of yelling at
him, or simply telling him, “Don’t say such things!” or “You should be

grateful”, she picked up a glass and poured water in it.

“See this glass?”, she said calmly. “If you learn math, you’ll be able to see there
are 200 milliliters of water in it. It’s not just “water”, but a clear number. And if
you study science, you’ll learn that this water is made of hydrogen and oxygen,
and that these two elements are found in many different things. If you study social
studies, you’ll discover where the water comes from, and there are people in the

world who cannot drink clean water like this.”

“If you study art, you will be able to draw the reflections on the water and
understand their beauty. If you study music, you’ll notice that even with the same

glass, the sound changes depending on how much water is inside.”

“If you learn about technology, you’ll better understand what material this
glass is made of. You’ll understand why the water doesn’t leak out. And more than

that, you’ll realize how amazing human creativity is!”

“And as for your favorite subject, P.E.? Well, if you study health and physical
education, you’ll know why this water is so important for your body. You’ll discover

that it’s the very source that keeps you and me, and everybody alive.”

“What you learn today will open your eyes to the world. You will notice more
beauty, understand more meaning, and feel more respect for life. It will guide you

toward a better future and help you live as a kinder and wiser member of society.”
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