American Values
No. 4 - Equality/Egalitarianism (¥ - FHEEH)

Equality is a core value for Americans. Americans believe all people are "created

equal,” meaning everyone should have the same chance to succeed in life, no matter their
intelligence, health, or money. This idea connects to the "American Dream." The American
Dream is the belief that if you work hard, you can improve your life and reach your goals, no
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This idea may feel strange to people from other countries. In many places, rank, status, and
authority are more important. People often feel safe when they understand their place in
society from birth. But in America, people are taught to believe that their place in society

can change. A person’s future depends on effort, not social rank. zoZz 513, MOED AL 1235
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Imagine a Japanese person working at a shop in Japan. In Japan, workers often
show extra respect to customers, especially if they are older or have a high
position. Now, this Japanese worker meets an American customer. The American
might not expect this kind of respect. If the worker bows very deeply or is too
formal, the American might feel uncomfortable. The American may want a more
casual and equal conversation. The Japanese worker might think the American is
rude, but thatis not true. The American wants to always be treated like an equal,
not someone higher or lower. The important point is that the American customer
wants a relaxed and friendly talk that is not affected by age or status.
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