American Values
No. 3-Time and its Control (&l & Z DER)

Timeis very important to Americans. They often care more about finishing tasks on time than

making deep relationships. They make careful schedules and try to follow them exactly. Many
Americans seem to be controlled by their watches. They may suddenly stop a conversation to
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American English has many time-related expressions. Time can be “kept,” “saved,” “used,”
“spent,” “wasted,” “lost,” “gained,” “planned,” “given,” and even “killed.” 7 x U hZzEIC 12, BREICEET
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In work situations, being late is seen as rude—even if itis just 10 minutes. If you know you will be
late, you should tell the other person in advance. XEDFE TIE, =& X 10 2 THENS DILFEALE
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In casual situations, it is also important to be on time when meeting someone. But there is one
exception. For home parties, people often come a little late. This gives the host
more time to finish getting ready.
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Imagine an American and a Japanese worker planning a meeting. Both people
know that being on time is very important. If the American is even a few minutes
late, they will say sorry and explain why. The Japanese person, who also values
being on time, would do the same if they were late. In both countries, being on
time shows respect. Each person understands this, so no one thinks the other is
being rude by caring about time.
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